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What is all 
this “blog” 

stuff?

And why 
should I 
care?
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What’s a blog?

A special kind of web site
1. first person authenticity
2. community dialog
3. organization entries are dated, the 

newest is first, and  the archive is open 
& “discoverable”

4. database syndication & aggregation
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first-person authenticity
http://chanadbahraini.blogspot.com
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first-person authenticity
http://afge.org
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first-person authenticity
http://practicalactivist.blogspot.com
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community dialog
http://purpleocean.org
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community dialog
http://www.dailyKOS.com
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organization archives
http://www.mpsomaha.org/willow/5/everts/blog
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organization archives
http://aarp.typepad.com
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database syndication aggregation
http://bloglines.com
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database syndication aggregation

http://NPOblogs.net
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Who reads blogs?
27% of internet 
users read 
blogs (Jan 
2005), a 58%
jump from 17% 
in February 
2005. 

7% of the 120 
million U.S. 
adults who use 
the internet say 
they have 
created a blog.

•Pew Internet and American Life 
Project
www.pewinternet.org
•
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How do it do it?

1. Pick a tool.
2. Sign up (for hosted service)

or install (for host-your-own).
3. Optional: customize template, 

register domain name.
4. Start blogging!

Does it matter 
what you use?

No.
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A glimpse at blogging tools

cons: limited functions, 
associated with teens/diaries,  
address is 
www.livejournal.com/users/___
_

pros: free, hosted on their 
server, comments, easy to use, 
built-in templates, 
social/communities

LiveJournal

cons: have to pay for support, 
host on your own server

pros: limited free version, better 
archiving, flexible design & 
structure, comment moderation, 
free plug-ins

MovableType

neutral: use your own wrapper 
(w/ some light programming)

cons: host on your own server 
(or at dreamhost.com for about 
$10/month), no official tech 
support

pros: free, better archiving, 
flexible design & structure, 
comment moderation, unlimited 
authors and guest writers, free 
plug-ins, open source = 
community support

WordPress

neutral: use your own wrapper 
(w/ some light programming)

cons: costs $5/month, limited 
functions and templates

pros: hosted on their server, 
comments, image galleries (for 
extra $3/month), easy to use, 
built-in templates

TypePad

cons: limited functions, doesn't 
handle comments well, 
dependent on flaky server

pros: free, hosted on their 
server, easy to use, built-in 
templates

Blogger
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What can you do with it?

Anything!  
For example:
• find new supporters & mobilize them
• share news, data, and information
• tell your stories (or your clients’ stories)
• amplify unheard voices
• communicate clearly on your own terms
• harness volunteer energy
• respond immediately to current events
• build a movement around your cause
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Accomplish your missionhttp://greenmediatoolshed.org
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Immediate response
http://tsunamihelp.blogspot.com
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Podcasting
is a way of publishing sound 
files to the Internet, allowing 

users to subscribe to a feed and 
receive new audio files 

automatically.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Podcasting
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RSS
Really Simple Syndication 

is a family of XML file formats 
for web syndication used by news 
websites, weblogs, and podcasts.

In this case we mean RSS 2.0
(it has enclosures)
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http://www.audioactivism.org/wp-rss2.php

RSS Feed URL
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Questions & discussion…
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For more information
• Blogging 101

www.unc.edu/~zuiker/blogging101/
• History & background of blogging

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weblog
• “Pushing Power to the Edges” report

evolvefoundation.org
• TechSoup

techsoup.org

• And of course please visit us at
lotusmedia.org and
AudioActivism.org

• Thanks!


